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Comments:   Page 12 of the Application.         

             

Batteries on site:    Yes   No 

 

c. Water, Sanitary and other waste handling and disposal.  Considerations for existing wells, 

abandoned wells, waterlines and septic systems. 

 Not applicable.    Applicant has met this criteria. 

 Applicant has committed to compliance with this criteria. 

Comments:   These conditions are not apparent on this site.  Exhibit E Appendix G  

             

 

d. Drainage Systems.  Drain tiles to be repaired, restored, or maintained. 

 Not applicable.    Applicant has met this criteria. 

 Applicant has committed to compliance with this criteria.   

Comments:   Page 12 and Exhibit E Sec VIII recommend drain tile study to be conducted 

             

 

Other Considerations 

 

a. Liability Insurance and Indemnification.  Submittal of proof of insurance to the County. 

 Applicant has committed to compliance with this criteria. 

Comments:   Page 12 of the Application.  Applicant shall provide evidence of general 

comprehensive liability insurance and automotive liability insurance coverage with the Building 

Permit Application and yearly thereafter.         

 

b. Protection of Historical or aboriginal sites.  Coordination with the Illinois Historical Preservation 

Agency or similar for the project site. 

 Applicant has met this criteria. 

 Applicant has committed to compliance with this criteria. 

Comments:   Page 5 and Exhibit E Appendix K of the Application.      

 March 25, 2026 Letter from SHPO regarding historic properties.     

 

c. Decommissioning Plans and Site Reclamation.  Plan and estimated cost submitted. 

 Applicant has met this criteria. 

 Applicant has committed to compliance with this criteria. 

Comments:   Page 6, 12and 13 and Exhibit F of the Application.     
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VIII. Variances 

 

 No request for a Variance has been submitted. 

 

 A Variance has been submitted for the following:   Use of an eight (8) foot tall game or 

agricultural style fence in lieu of a chain link fence.             

IDNR recommendation in Exhibit E Appendix J        

 

 Variance Approved.  Comments:          

            

             

  

 Variance Denied.  Comments:          

            

             

 

ADAMS COUNTY BOARD MINUTES 
MAY 12, 2026

PG 32



Adams County Transportation, Building and Technology Committee – Exhibit A 

Page 1 of 2 
Pivot Energy IL 126 LLC 

Exhibit B 

Special Use Permit Conditions 

 

1. Prior to the commencement of construction of the Commercial Solar Energy Facility ("Project”), Pivot 

Energy 126 LLC, and/or its parent company Pivot Energy, 1601 Wewatta St., Suite 700, Denver, CO 

(“Company”) shall obtain a building permit from Adams County ("County"). 

2. The County finds the Applicant’s request for a variance allowing the use of an eight (8) feet tall woven wire 

fence to be acceptable given the project’s location and rural nature. 

3. Prior to the commencement of construction, the Company shall enter into a Road Use Agreement with 

Gilmer Road District if the Road Commissioner and County Engineer determine that said Road Use 

Agreement is necessary for the protection of Township roads. 

4. Construction and operation of the Project shall be in compliance with all federal, state and local regulations 

now or hereafter in effect.  The construction and operation of the Project shall conform to all representations 

made by the Company in its application and at all public hearings, and these conditions.  In the event of any 

discrepancy between such representations and these conditions, these conditions shall control.  Expansion 

of the layout, expansion of the number of solar panels (in excess of 5% of the number of modules included 

in the Site Plan to maintain nameplate capacity), increase in the height of the facility’s solar panels, 

changes to the fencing, and any increase in the nameplate capacity of the Project is not permitted without 

seeking and obtaining a separate Special Use Permit, necessary decommissioning agreements, necessary 

road use agreements and building permits. 

5. The Special Use Permit for the Project shall be granted for a term of 40 years from the date of commercial 

operation of the Project.  Prior to its expiration, the Company may apply to the County Board to extend the 

term of the Special Use. 

6. During all phases of operation, the Company is not permitted to include battery storage or energy storage at 

the site except upon approval by the County Board. 

7. Construction and routine maintenance activities for the Project shall be performed according to the following 

schedule: 

• Commence no earlier than 7:00 a.m. and cease by 7:00 p.m. during the calendar period from 

September 1 through May 31, Monday through Saturday. 

• Commence no earlier than 6:00 a.m. and cease by 8:00 p.m. during the calendar period from June 1  

through  August  31, Monday through Saturday. 

• No construction work shall be performed on Sunday, except on an emergency basis or due to 

extreme weather events causing project delays. 

8. Company shall comply with all requirements of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, if any. 

9. The Project shall provide vegetative screening as reflected in the Application and public hearing of this 

Project.  Said vegetative screening shall be maintained throughout the life of the Project.  The vegetative 

screening shall be evaluated quarterly by the Company and any deceased vegetation shall be replaced 

within ninety (90) days, unless unable to do so due to weather conditions.  Any replacement vegetation shall 
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be denoted in the annual report to the County. 

10. The County shall conduct an annual safety inspection.  The inspection may be performed by a third party of 

the County's choosing and the reasonable and documented costs of such inspection shall be reimbursed by 

the Company.  The Company will be given a 30-day notice prior to the inspection.  The results of the 

inspection shall be provided to the County and the Company. 

11. Prior to the commencement of commercial operation of the facility, the Company shall enter into a 

Decommissioning Agreement with the County. 

12. The Special Use Permit shall not be assignable except upon approval by the County Board and interest 

and/or ownership in the Project shall not be assigned or transferred to another party except upon approval 

by the County Board; provided that any interests may be directly or indirectly assigned or transferred to any 

party that has sufficient financial and operational capabilities to perform the obligations under this Special 

Use Permit without the consent of the County Board.  County Board approval under this Paragraph (to the 

extent required) shall not be unreasonably denied or delayed so long as the assignee or transferee 

("Acquirer") demonstrates to the County Board adequate financial resources, experience in and capability of 

operating a solar energy project, and the Acquirer complies with all conditions hereunder, agreements and 

any other applicable local, state or federal requirements. 

13. If during the term of the special use and decommissioning period for the Project, the County retains outside 

engineers, consultants, contractors, attorneys or other parties, in order for the County Board to enforce, 

determine compliance or obtain compliance with applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, or these conditions, 

Company shall promptly reimburse the County for all such reasonable and documented expenses. 

14. In the event the Project, or any other matters relating to the Project, is the subject of a lawsuit or other legal 

action against the County, County Board, or its officials (including any county officers, directors, 

administrators, attorneys or agents), the Company shall reimburse the County for all reasonable and 

documented legal fees and other expenses, including expert fees, incurred by the County in defending such 

legal action. 

15. Subject to any other provision of these conditions, any alleged breach or violation of the conditions listed 

herein, including an alleged failure to comply with any federal, state or local regulation now or hereafter in 

effect, and any penalty herein, including termination of rights granted by or the invalidity of the special use 

permit, as a result of such breach or violation, shall be subject to the Company curing or commencing to cure 

and thereafter diligently pursuing cure of such breach or violation within ninety (90) days after receipt of written 

notice from the County of such breach or violation. 
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Resolution No. 2026-05-501-020 
 

Resolution for Improvement by County Under the Illinois Highway Code 
 

By Transportation, Building & Technology Committee 
 
TO THE HONORABLE COUNTY BOARD 
 
Ladies & Gentlemen: 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Adams, Illinois is proposing to resurface County Highway 15 (North 36th Street) 
from Wisman Lane south to the Wavering Park entrance.  The improvement shall be designated Section 
23-00223-00-FP, State Job No. C-96-001-26 and Project No. VJXW(669).  
 
WHEREAS, the above stated improvement will necessitate the use of funding provided through the 
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the signee; and 
 
WHEREAS, the use of these funds requires a joint funding agreement (AGREEMENT) with IDOT; and  
 
WHEREAS, the improvement requires matching funds; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Adams County Board: 
 

Section 1:  The Adams County Board hereby appropriates Two Hundred Thirty Thousand dollars 
($230,000.00) or as much as may be needed to match the required funding to complete the 
proposed improvement from the County Matching Tax Fund and furthermore agree to pass a 
supplemental resolution if necessary to appropriate additional funds for the completion of the 
project. 
 
Section 2:  The Chairman of the Adams County Board is hereby authorized to execute an 
AGREEMENT with IDOT for the above-mentioned project. 
 
Section 3:  This resolution will become Schedule Number 5 of the AGREEMENT. 
 
Section 4:  The County Clerk of Adams County is directed to transmit three (3) copies of the 
AGREEMENT and Resolution to IDOT District 6 Bureau of Local Roads and Streets.   

 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 

  

  

  

  

  

 
Adams County Transportation, Building & Technology 
Committee 

  
 

Attachment A-3

/s/ by Committee Members
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Schedule Number 5 

 
Resolution No. 2026-05-501-020 

 
Resolution for Improvement by County Under the Illinois Highway Code 

 
By Transportation, Building & Technology Committee 
 
TO THE HONORABLE COUNTY BOARD 
 
Ladies & Gentlemen: 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Adams, Illinois is proposing to resurface County Highway 15 (North 36th Street) 
from Wisman Lane south to the Wavering Park entrance.  The improvement shall be designated Section 
23-00223-00-FP, State Job No. C-96-001-26 and Project No. VJXW(669). 
 
WHEREAS, the above stated improvement will necessitate the use of funding provided through the 
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the signee; and 
 
WHEREAS, the use of these funds requires a joint funding agreement (AGREEMENT) with IDOT; and  
 
WHEREAS, the improvement requires matching funds; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Adams County Board: 
 

Section 1:  The Adams County Board hereby appropriates Two Hundred Thirty Thousand dollars 
($230,000.00) or as much as may be needed to match the required funding to complete the 
proposed improvement from the County Matching Tax Fund and furthermore agree to pass a 
supplemental resolution if necessary to appropriate additional funds for the completion of the 
project. 
 
Section 2:  The Chairman of the Adams County Board is hereby authorized to execute an 
AGREEMENT with IDOT for the above-mentioned project. 
 
Section 3:  This resolution will become Schedule Number 5 of the AGREEMENT. 
 
Section 4:  The County Clerk of Adams County is directed to transmit three (3) copies of the 
AGREEMENT and Resolution to IDOT District 6 Bureau of Local Roads and Streets.   

 
******************** 

 
I, Ryan A. Niekamp, County Clerk in and for the County of Adams, Illinois, and keeper of the records and 
files thereof, as provided by statute, do hereby certify the foregoing to be true a true, perfect and 
complete copy of a resolution approved by the County Board of Adams County, Illinois at its meeting held 
on the   12th   day of   May  ,  2026  . 
 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said County at my office 
in Quincy, in said County, this the             day of     ,   . 
 
 
 
(SEAL)             
      County Clerk 

/s/ Ryan A. Niekamp

12 May 2026
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RESOLUTION 2026-05-501-021 
 
By The Adams County Transportation, Building, & Technology Committee  
 
TO THE HONORABLE COUNTY BOARD 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 

WHEREAS, Joseph and Windi Damon have submitted for approval a PLAT titled Lyerin Forest 
Subdivision for the subdivision of a part of the following described property in Liberty Township: 
 

A tract of land lying in and being a part of the Southwest Quarter of Section 8 in Township 
2 South of the Baseline, Range 6 West of the Fourth Principal Meridian, Adams County 
Illinois. 

 
AND, WHEREAS, said subdivision plat has been reviewed by the Transportation, Building and 

Technology Committee of the Adams County Board and conforms to the requirements of the 
"RESOLUTION GOVERNING PLATS, SUBDIVISIONS, DEDICATIONS, AND VACATIONS IN ADAMS 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS" adopted by the Adams County Board February 11, 1974, as revised December 10, 
1985 and as amended August 9, 2011: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Adams County Board that the said PLAT OF 
LYERIN FOREST SUBDIVISION be adopted and approved subject to the County Engineer’s subdivision 
check list.  
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 Adams County Transportation, Building & 

Technology Committee 
 
 
Dated this    day of     ,   . 
  
   

Adams County Clerk   Chairman, Adams County Board 
 

Attachment A-4

/s/ by Committee Members

12 May 2026

/s/ Ryan A. Niekamp /s/ Bret Austin
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FP003

Approved by CB in May...ran

Type text hereAttachment B-1
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Attachment B-2
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Clerk Note:

Chief Bentley is having requestor complete the Consumer Operator Safety Training
prior to fire chief signing off on permit.  County Board approval can be pending approval
of Fire Chief....RAN
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2026-05-01-011 

Page 1 of 3 

 
 

 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2026-05-001-011 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE SETTING THE COMPENSATION OF THE COUNTY CLERK & 

RECORDER, AND TREASURER, OF ADAMS COUNTY, ILLINOIS  
 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

ss.  ) 

COUNTY OF ADAMS ) 

 

 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Article VII, Section 9(b) of the Illinois Constitution and the Local 

Government Officer Compensation Act (50 ILCS 145/2), compensation of elected county officers 

must be fixed at least 180 days prior to the commencement of the term to which it applies; and 

 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Illinois Public Act Number 102-0699, the County Sheriff’s salary shall 

not be set less than eighty percent (80%) of the State’s Attorney’s salary pursuant to 55 ILCS 5/3-

6007.5. 

 

WHEREAS, The County Officials Compensation Task Force, created pursuant to Public Act 103-

0592, issued its Final Report dated December 26, 2025, recommending that county clerks, treasurers, 

circuit clerks, coroners and other county officials be compensated at eighty percent of the State’s 

Attorney salary in their county and recommending a state reimbursement formula of two-thirds of 

such salary costs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Adams County Board acknowledges and supports the Task Force’s objective of 

promoting parity, recruitment, retention, and equitable compensation among county officials; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Adams County Board finds that the compensation of the County Treasurer and the 

County Clerk & Recorder has not kept pace with economic conditions and, when adjusted for 

inflation, these offices are effectively earning less today than they were four years ago; and 

 

WHEREAS, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Price Index (CPI-U), 

inflation has increased by approximately twenty percent from 2022 to the present, while the salaries 

of the county clerk & recorder, and treasurer have remained static during the same period; and 

 

WHEREAS, this prolonged lack of adjustment has resulted in a material erosion of real wages for 

these offices and contributed to widening disparities in compensation relative to comparable county 

leadership roles; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County Board further finds that utilizing the seventy-fifth percentile of 

compensation data from counties throughout the State of Illinois, as applied through a defined 

percentage of the State’s Attorney salary, provides a reasonable and objective starting point for 

establishing base compensation, and further ensures that issues of wage compression and internal 

and external parity are appropriately addressed, while maintaining a consistent, equitable, and state-

aligned framework for future adjustments; 

 

 

 

 

Attachment C-1
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2026-05-01-011 

Page 2 of 3 

 
 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF ADAMS 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS: 

 

Section 1. Compensation Fixed. 

Effective for the term of office beginning December 1, 2026, the annual salary of the Adams County 

Clerk & Recorder shall be $109,663. The salary shall be increased by three percent (3%) cost-of-

living adjustment effective December 1, 2027, December 1, 2028, and December 1, 2029. 

 

Effective for the term of office beginning December 1, 2026, the annual salary of the Adams County 

Treasurer shall be $82,239. The salary shall be increased by three percent (3%) cost-of-living 

adjustment effective December 1, 2027, December 1, 2028, and December 1, 2029. 

 

Section 2. Payment. 

The salary shall be paid in equal installments from the County Treasury in the same manner as other 

county officers. 

 

Section 3.  Stipends. 

The Adams County Board that pursuant to 50 ILCS 145/2 (b), the compensation of county elected 

officers shall be fixed by ordinance or resolution of the county board or the board of county 

commissioners. In the ordinance or resolution fixing the compensation of county elected officers 

under subsection (a), the county board shall list each stipend an elected officer is expected to receive 

in addition to the compensation to be paid by the county.  

 

The County Sheriff shall receive his stipend from the State of Illinois as found pursuant to 55 ILCS 

5/3-6007.5. 

 

The County Clerk & Recorder shall receive his stipend from the State of Illinois as found pursuant 

to 55 ILCS 5/4-6001(d). 

 

The County Treasurer shall receive his stipend from the State of Illinois as found pursuant to 55 

ILCS 5/3-10007. 

 

Section 4. Severability. 

If any provision of this Ordinance is found invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining 

provisions. 

 

Section 5. State Law Supersession. 

Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, in the event the State of Illinois 

enacts legislation establishing a mandatory salary, compensation formula, or compensation schedule 

applicable to the offices of County Clerk & Recorder and/or County Treasurer, the compensation 

for such offices shall be deemed automatically amended to conform to such State law. 

 

Such State-mandated compensation shall take effect and be implemented by the County immediately 

upon the effective date of the applicable statute, without the necessity of further action by the County 

Board, and this Ordinance shall be construed to be in full compliance therewith. 

 

To the extent any provision of this Ordinance conflicts with applicable State law, the requirements 

of State law shall control and supersede. 
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2026-05-01-011 

Page 3 of 3 

 
 

Section 6. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and approval and shall apply to the term 

of office beginning December 1, 2026. 

 

 

Passed by the Board of Adams County this ____ day of _______, 2026. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

  

COUNTY CLERK  CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

         

12 May

/s/ Bret Austin/s/ Ryan A. Niekamp
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TRANSFER OF BUDGET APPROPRIATION 

     

FY  

Requested by: 
Name Title

WHEREAS, The County Board of Adams County, Illinois, has adopted an Annual Budget for 
the Fiscal Year beginning December 1,  and ending November 30, , and 

WHEREAS, it now appears desirable and necessary that certain adjustments be made between 
Appropriation items in the said Fund in said Annual Appropriation Ordinance, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  by the County Board of Adams County, Illinois, that 
the amounts herein below set forth be and are hereby transferred from the unexpended 
balance of certain appropriation items in the said Fund, as contained in said Budget and 
Appropriation Items within the same Fund, as follows: 

AMOUNT  
APPROPRIATION LINE ITEM REVISED 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION BUDGET

  From 

  To 

  From 

  To 

  From 

  To 

The Revised Appropriation as herein above set forth shall be in full force and effect from and 
after this date. 

ADOPTED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF ADAMS COUNTY, ILLINOIS, THIS 

DAY OF  ,  

Chairman, Adams County Board 

County Clerk 

2025/2026

RYAN A. NIEKAMP County Clerk & Recorder

2025 2026

$ 10,000.00 001-001-5999 CONTINGENCY $ 140,000.00

$ 10,000.00 001-001-5952 Community Events & Outreach $ 10,000.00

2026

Attachment D-1

12 May

/s/ Bret Austin

/s/ Ryan A. Niekamp

ADAMS COUNTY BOARD MINUTES 
MAY 12, 2026

PG 49



TRANSFER OF BUDGET APPROPRIATION 

     

FY  

Requested by: 
Name Title

WHEREAS, The County Board of Adams County, Illinois, has adopted an Annual Budget for 
the Fiscal Year beginning December 1,  and ending November 30, , and 

WHEREAS, it now appears desirable and necessary that certain adjustments be made between 
Appropriation items in the said Fund in said Annual Appropriation Ordinance, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  by the County Board of Adams County, Illinois, that 
the amounts herein below set forth be and are hereby transferred from the unexpended 
balance of certain appropriation items in the said Fund, as contained in said Budget and 
Appropriation Items within the same Fund, as follows: 

AMOUNT  
APPROPRIATION LINE ITEM REVISED 

NUMBER DESCRIPTION BUDGET

  From 

  To 

  From 

  To 

  From 

  To 

The Revised Appropriation as herein above set forth shall be in full force and effect from and 
after this date. 

ADOPTED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF ADAMS COUNTY, ILLINOIS, THIS 

DAY OF  ,  

Chairman, Adams County Board 

County Clerk 

2025/2026

Ryan A. Niekamp County Clerk & Recorder

2025 2026

$ 2,182,215.00 006-001-4991 Transfer from Co Gen/HVAC $ 2,182,215.00

$ 2,182,215.00 001-001-5xxx Transfer to Capital Projects - HVAC $ 0.00

2026

Attachment D-2

12 May

/s/ Bret Austin

/s/ Ryan A. Niekamp
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CHAIRMAN 
 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTY OF ADAMS ) 
STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
 
 
 
 
 I, Ryan A. Niekamp, County Clerk in and for said County of Adams, 
State of Illinois, do herby certify that the foregoing is true and complete copy 
of the proceedings of the Adams County Board’s meeting held on  
April 14, 2026, as shown by my records in my office.  
 

Witness my hand and official seal at Quincy, Illinois 
this 12th day of May 2026. 

 
 
 
 
 

COUNTY CLERK 
 

COUNTY CLERK 

/s/ Bret Austin

/s/ Ryan A. Niekamp

/s/ Ryan A. Niekamp
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